
SENIOR-BOUND
P R E P A R I N G  F O R  Y O U R  P O S T - S E C O N D A R Y

- Student responsibilities in the college application process
- Find the right fit for your career

- Explore Florida Universities
- ACT/SAT/CLT Test Information

- Arrange University Visits
- Start the application process

- Student tips during application season
- College Essay

- Bright Futures and FAFSA



Estimated Cost for Test (ACT, SAT, CLT,): $70.00 per exam​
Estimated Cost for Senior Dues $125.00​
Estimated Cost for Cap and Gown $70.00​
Estimated Senior on campus Parking-$150.00​
Estimated Cost for Painting of the Toro- $40.00​
Estimated Senior Pictures Cost-$350.00​
Estimated Cost for Yearbook- $100.00​
Estimated Cost for Grad Bash- $275.00​
Estimated Cost for Prom $85.00 per ticket​
Estimated Cost for Class Ring: $300.00​
Prepare for Application Fees for Colleges in $200.00-$400.00​

Estimated Cost for Senior Year​



PLEASE USE GROUP CODE TO JOIN OUR 2027
SENIOR GROUP:​ J54V-9S4B-6XPFZ

PLEASE USE GROUP CODE TO JOIN OUR SCHOOL
COUNSELING GROUP:​ 42BP-PCPC-Q5DCN

 PLEASE VISIT THE TCHS SCHOOL WEBSITE
HTTPS://WWW-
TCHS.STJOHNS.K12.FL.US/SENIORS-ONLY/ 

Senior Schoology &
Website Information

https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/seniors-only/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/seniors-only/


The Pathway of Post-Secondary Applications

Prep & take the
ACT/SAT/CLT test

Keep track and log into
student portals to

complete necessary
materials!

Explore Careers,
Majors, and Colleges
the meet your needs

Complete your
applications

including essay and
resume. 

Arrange for College
Visits! These fill Fast!

Narrow down your
application list and start

your Common App



PREPPING FOR SENIOR YEAR:
WHAT TO DO THIS SPRING

1.Earn the best grades you can this spring. If you apply to
universities early, it will be the last grade on your
academic record.

2.Review your course selections for senior year.
3.Sign up for ACT, SAT, or CLT for spring.
4.Research schools and sign up for university visits. 



SENIOR YEAR COURSE SELECTION

HOW MANY CLASSES DO I NEED?

DO I NEED A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE?

WHAT SUBJECTS 
SHOULD I TAKE?

DO I NEED TO TAKE ALL
AP OR DE COURSES?

Take at least 5 academic classes.  In competing with
your peers, you want your academic resume to show
that you want to learn. 
More selective universities recommend more than 5
academic courses. 

All public Florida universities and Bright Futures require
2 sequential years of a foreign language. 
More selective universities recommend more than two
years.

University advisers recommend taking all core
subjects areas: English, Math, Science, and Social
Science. 

No. Choose a rigorous schedule that challenges
you, but also allows you to be successful.  
Recognize how much time you can reserve for a
college-level course. 
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Need to see the classes you chose? Your registration form is in your documents in HAC or make an appointment with your counselor.
For schedule change requests, see the link on the TCHS website.  Changes cannot be made after May 29th!



Test Date
Registration

Deadline
Late Registration

Deadline

May 2, 2026 Apr 17, 2026 Apr 21, 2026

Jun 6, 2026 May 22, 2026 May 26, 2026

Aug 22, 2026 July 24, 2026* Aug 11, 2026*

Sep 12, 2026 August 14, 2026* Sep 1, 2026*

Oct 3, 2026 Sep 4, 2026* Sep 22, 2026*

Nov 7, 2026 Oct 9, 2026* Oct 27, 2026*

Dec 5, 2026 Nov 6, 2026* Nov 24, 2026*

Test Date Registration Deadline

Apr 16, 2026 Apr 9, 2026

May 16, 2026 May 7, 2026

Jun 11, 2026 Jun 4, 2026

Jul 16, 2026 Jul 9, 2026

Aug 22, 2026 Aug 13, 2026

Sep 16, 2026 Aug 19, 2026

Oct 17, 2026 Oct 8, 2026

Nov 14, 2026 Nov 5, 2026

Test composite is 33% each: math, reading, English
Science & writing optional. Not counted for Bight
Futures
Accepted by most schools nationwide.
Digital with paper option for limited exams at a
testing location
You can superscore for Florida Universities and
Bright Futures. 
Register at ACT.org 

Test Date Registration Deadline
Late Registration

Deadline

Apr 11, 2026 Mar 6, 2026 Mar 24, 2026

Jun 13, 2026 May 8, 2026 May 29, 2026

Jul 11, 2026 Jun 5, 2026 Jun 24, 2026

Sep 19, 2026 Aug 14, 2026 Sep 1, 2026

Oct 17, 2026 Sep 11, 2026 Sep 29, 2026

Dec 12, 2026 Nov 6, 2026 Nov 23, 2026

STANDARDIZED TESTING FOR
UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS

SAT
Tests in Math and Verbal Reasoning
Accepted by most schools nationwide. 
Digital exam at a test location
You can superscore for Florida
Universities and Bright Futures. 
Register at collegeboard.org

ACT CLT
Tests in math, reading, and English.
Accepted by Florida Public Universities, but
may not be accepted at private universities
or out of Florida. 
Digital exam at a testing location or at
home.
You can superscore for Florida Universities
and Bright futures. 
Register at CLTexam.com

Tests dates highlighted in green insure that scores can be sent by the Early Action Materials deadline of mid October. 



UNDERSTANDING 
POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS 

AND UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS



Types of Post-Secondary Institutions

4-Year College or University

State College

Technical or Certification School
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Earn an Associate's degree in Arts or Science, a Bachelor's degree,
or a career certification
Open admissions without test scores for admission

Earn a technical certificate or an Associate of Science
Open admission with some competitive programs

Earn a Bachelor's Degree 
Selective admission based on university

Military Active Duty or Academy4



THE STATE COLLEGE OPTION

Obtain a certificate, associate degree, or bachelor
degree 
Open enrollment for admission requires only a high
school diploma.
No test scores required for admission.  They may be
used for course placement. 
Guaranteed admission to a Florida Public University
after completion of an Associate Degree. 
Check the university website for special connection
options for particular state colleges in Florida.

ST. JOHNS RIVER OR FSCJ

SJR OPEN HOUSE: St. Augustine Campus
Thursday, April 9, 2026 - 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Begin anytime - explore the campus and 40+ programs
at your own pace or sign up for a 5:30 p.m. Showcase
Tour: Criminal Justice, Respiratory Care, Radiologic
Technology, Nursing, or Computers.

FSCJ Trades Information Session: 
March 26th @ 4:30 PM. In-person or virtual session

 Includes electrical, welding, and HVAC. Register here!
https://visit.fscj.edu/event/fscj.events.498942 

FSCJ Program tour: 
There are numerous virtual tours and info sessions
scheduled this month, especially in the medical field. Click
the link to check all offerings! https://visit.fscj.edu/

JTECH Institute: 
Follow the link for more information and to
schedule a tour.  https://www.jtech.org/high-
school-students/seniors/



EXPLORING UNIVERSITIES
Ask questions that are important to you to find a school
that is the right fit!

How many students attend the university?

How far is the university away from home?

What do the living arrangements look like?

Does the university have my major?

How much money does it cost to attend?

What is the retention rate?

What percentage of students graduate on time?

What are the class sizes?



WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY
INFORMATION?

THE FLORIDA SUS
Visit the Florida SUS to learn about all Florida public universities.

Information includes the following: 

School Size

Application deadlines

Average GPA

Average Test Scores

School Location

Links to every school 

2 by 2 program transfer from State College and more.

The information link is for the 2025 admission cycle; the 2026

admission cycle SUS will come out in the fall of 2026. 
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Florida State University System Access: Click Here

https://issuu.com/fiupublications/docs/state_university_system_matrix_counselor_guide_202?fr=sZTZhNjg0MzAwNTA


WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY
INFORMATION?

PCUF: PRIVATE COLLEGES &
UNIVERSITIES OF FLORIDA

Visit the PCUF to learn about all Florida private

universities. Information includes the following: 

School Size

AP/DE accepted

Average GPA

Average Test Scores

School Location 

The average merit award is based on merit

or financial need. 
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Private Colleges & Universities Page: Click Here

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/627bfda8fdfd97412199bc89/t/6883f9da86084237967a735f/1753479646890/PCUFStats2026.pdf


WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY
INFORMATION?

XELLO: CAREER & COLLEGE
SEARCH

Your student can log into Clever on the TCHS

webpage and click the Xello link. 

Take a career interest, personality profile, or

skills profile to help explore career ideas.

Explore colleges through direct search or by

location.

Show all schools in Florida that have your

intended major.  

“Heart” schools that interest you, to keep a

running list. 

Search for scholarships catered to you. 

3



WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY
INFORMATION?

BIG FUTURE
Take a career and college interest survey

Explore colleges through direct search or by

location.

Search for school-based financial assistance

Get help with study skills 

Search for scholarships catered to you. 

4

COMMON DATA SET5
Use Google or any search engine to search:

“Common Data Set of (insert university name)”

Find information concerning application statistics,

student demographics, financial information, and

more. 



Narrow Down Your 
School List 

Create a pros and cons chart to organize your observations.
Arrange your university visits on the university’s webpage early. Try to visit when
classes are in session.
Plan a university application list that includes reach, match, and safety schools. 

Types of
Applications

Early Decision: Student agrees
to attend the university if
accepted and agrees to
withdraw other university
applications. (Binding)

Early Action: Student applies
earlier, usually in the fall of
senior year. The student
receives an earlier response
date and a possible higher
acceptance rate. (Nonbinding)

Regular Admission Deadline:
The last date to apply.  The
school will set a release date for
admission notification. 

Rolling Admission: Applicants
may apply up until the
deadline. Applicants will receive
admission decisions
continually, not on a set date. 

Reach Schools: 
Highly selective acceptance rates 
Admission stats are higher than your academic record. 

Match Schools:
Admission stats comparable to your academic stats and a higher acceptance rate. 

Safety Schools: 
High admission rate 
Admission stats are below the evaluated student data
State College

Use the Common Data set or the Florida University Matrix to see admissions statistics

Admission School Types



Book Early: Popular dates (Spring Break, long weekends, and football Saturdays) fill up months
in advance. Many schools, like UCF and UF, release tour dates in 30-to-90-day windows.

Check for "Open House" Days: Instead of a standard 90-minute walking tour, look for events like
"Knight for a Day" (UCF) or "Explore FAU." These often include department-specific meetings and
financial aid workshops.

Self-Guided Options: If guided tours are full, almost all of these schools (notably UF and FIU)
offer robust self-guided tour apps or maps you can use to walk the campus at your own pace.

Verification Letters: If the student is missing school for the visit, remind them to ask the Visitor
Center for a Visit Verification Letter before leaving campus to provide to their high school
attendance office.

Tips For Planning 
Your University Visit

Florida University
Visit Links 

University of Florida (UF)
admissions.ufl.edu/visit

Florida State University (FSU)
visit.fsu.edu

University of Central Florida (UCF)
ucf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit

University of South Florida (USF)
usf.edu/admissions/visit

Florida International University (FIU)
admissions.fiu.edu/visit

Florida Atlantic University (FAU)
fau.edu/visit

Florida A&M University (FAMU): famu.edu/visit

University of North Florida (UNF):
unf.edu/admissions/visit

Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU):
fgcu.edu/visit

University of West Florida (UWF): uwf.edu/visit

Florida Polytechnic University:
floridapoly.edu/visit

New College of Florida: ncf.edu/visit

https://admissions.ufl.edu/visit.html
https://visit.fsu.edu/
https://www.ucf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.usf.edu/admissions/tour/
https://admissions.fiu.edu/experience-fiu/
https://www.fau.edu/visit/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.famu.edu/admissions/tours.php
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.unf.edu/admissions/visit/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.fgcu.edu/admissionsandaid/visitfgcu/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://uwf.edu/admissions/undergraduate/visit/
https://floridapoly.edu/admissions/visit/
https://www.ncf.edu/admissions/visit-campus/


Starting the Application

COMMON APP

DIRECT APPLICATION

1

2
Apply directly through the university admission webpage. 

Common App allows you to apply to many universities with one
base application.  Each university may be added and
completed at a separate time.  

Common App will refresh this summer and be available on
August 1, 2026, for your application season.  

This is not affiliated with the school, and counselors cannot see
your Common App if it is not connected in the student’s Xello
account. 



COLLEGE ESSAY
Common App will have the same prompts as previous years.  You may
choose a prompt and start creating your essay before you complete
your applications.

Tips for Success:

Be Authentic
Grab your reader’s attention
Show, don’t tell
Be unique
Read it aloud to catch errors
End with a bang

Look for assistance opportunities on the Tocoi School Counseling page
under the “University Application” tab. 

Common App Essay Prompts: Click Here

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/common-app-announces-2024-2025-common-app-essay-prompts


UNIVERSITY APPLICATION
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

1.Organizing your application supplement material
requirements including grades, test scores, and
residency.

2.Using SPARK or STARS to self-report grades to Florida
public institutions. 

3.Search for scholarship opportunities.



COMPLETE
APPLICATION

REQUIREMENTS
Use an email that you check for university
communications.

Keep your login and application information for
each university portal organized.

Keep a checklist of required tasks.

Submit items early, especially official test scores. 

Follow the portal instructions.
Self-report of grades vs. official transcripts
Self-report of test scores vs. official test scores

Questions about your application? Contact the
university admissions department directly. 



SELF-REPORTING GRADES:
STARS AND SPARK

STARS (Self-Reported Academic Record) Checklist

✔ What
Online system students use to self-report high school grades for Florida
colleges
Includes all courses, grades, and test scores exactly as shown on the
transcript
Used by universities in place of an initial transcript for admissions review

✔ When
 Completed during the college application process (STARS can be done
during the summer)

✔ How
 Create a STARS account through the university application portal
Use your transcript found in Xello under “College Planning” to enter
grades



START YOUR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH

XELLO SCHOLARSHIPS

CHECK SCHOOLOGY

UNIVERSITY WEBSITES

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES

Complete your scholarship profile in Xello to
find scholarships based on demographics,
major, financial status, affiliations, etc...
Search for and “Heart” scholarships to save
and complete. 

Any local scholarships will be posted on the
School Counselor page on Schoology. 

The financial aid office at the post-secondary
university may have scholarships for its institution. 

Popular free scholarship search sites include:

Fastweb.com
bigfuture.collegeboard.org
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BRIGHT FUTURES
SCHOLARSHIP

The Bright Futures application opens Oct 1, 2026.
There is eligibility-based criteria for each scholarship award.
All seniors receive a copy of their early evaluation in their senior meetings
with their counselor. 
Bright Futures award notification can take place in March if all requirements
are met.  Do not delay!
Students may test to satisfy test score requirements until August 31, 2027. 
You must send test scores to a public university to be received by Bright
Futures. It must be the individual test scores, not just the superscore report.  

Click Here for Access to the Bright Futures Handbook

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bfhandbookchapter1.pdf


SUBMIT VOLUNTEER AND WORK HOURS 

Collect your paperwork.

Volunteer Work: 
Documentation on the non-profit
organization’s letterhead that includes
your name, dates of service, hours
worked, and a description of service.

Work Hours:
Documentation consists of pay stubs
that include hours worked. 

1 2 3
Attach your reflection form. 

Must be completed for both
community service and work hours.

Download and print this form from the
Tocoi school counseling website. 

Record and Submit.

Make a copy or take a photo for your
records in case of any discrepancy.

Submit the physical copy of the
paperwork and the reflection to your
counseling office.  No electronic
submission, please. 

While submission of volunteer and work hours is not required for graduation, it is required to attain certain Bright
Futures Scholarships.  

Hours are only submitted twice a year to Bright Futures, after each semester!  Get your hours in by the end of the
first semester, or they will not be sent until the end of the second semester. 

Full instructions on volunteer/work hours procedures, and the reflection form are available on the Tocoi School
Counseling webpage: https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/  

https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/


FINANCIAL AID
The financial aid application opens in Oct, 2026.
The application provides access to:

Aid based on financial need
Student loans and grants

Apply early! Student financial aid does run out.
Watch for the SJR FAFSA Frenzy for presentations
and hands-on assistance for FAFSA completion. 

Click Here to Access the Navigating Your Financial
Future Book.

Click Here to Access the FAFSA Application Page. 

http://www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org/pdf/2022-23%20Fin%20Aid%20Brochure.pdf
http://www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org/pdf/2022-23%20Fin%20Aid%20Brochure.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/


Register for the ACT, SAT, or CLT test, if needed. 

Keep your login and application information for each university portal
organized. 

Send official test scores early, if needed.  Some schools may take 30 days to
process test scores. 

Know if a letter of recommendation is needed. Ask for letters of
recommendation early in senior year to avoid the rush. 

Questions about your application? Call the university admissions department
directly instead of asking a peer. The university advisor will know more about
their university than a high school counselor. 

Apply for Bright Futures and FAFSA when they open.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY



Attend Torotime workshops from August to November for help:
Completing applications
Using on Xello and Common App
Applying for Bright Futures

Review the Tocoi Creek School Counseling website for all of this
information and more

Join the senior and school counseling Schoology page 

Attend university visits in TCHS in the fall

Make an appointment with your counselor for help! You will also
have a senior meeting with your counselor in the fall. 

USE RESOURCES FROM THE
SCHOOL COUNSELING OFFICE



Schoology Resources

Access code
can be used
by students

and guardians

Updates for events,
scholarships, Torotime
opportunities, college

visits, etc...



UNF Apply in July
What's exciting about Apply in July? 

You can receive a non-binding, on-the-spot admission decision for
Summer or Fall 2027! In addition, you can learn more about UNF's

programs, resources, and meet admissions representatives.

Dates and deadlines to be announced soon
UNF Campus; Jacksonville, FL

 

Participation Requirements:
UNF will communicate a deadline to submit an application and required
admission materials to have an opportunity to participate in Apply in July.

Required admission materials: application fee, test scores (ACT, SAT, and/or
CLT), high school transcript(s) (9th – 11th final grades)

Will be a high school senior in the fall.
Have already taken the ACT, SAT, and/or CLT.

If you satisfy the above criteria, you can receive a registration link for Apply in July
and get your admission decision at the event! 



Tocoi Creek High School School Counseling Page:
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/ 

Testing:
 ACT: www.act.org
 SAT: www.collegeboard.org
 CLT: www.cltexam.com
Testing accommodation request paperwork for TCHS: 

       https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/testing/testing-accommodation-
information/

College and Career Exploration:

Xello: Student logs in through Clever
Common App for University Applications: https://www.commonapp.org/
College Navigator: https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
Florida Shines: https://www.floridashines.org/
Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
My Florida Future: https://www.flbog.edu/myfloridafuture/
Get There: CTE opportunities in Florida. https://gettherefl.com/
ASVAB Career Exploration: https://www.asvabprogram.com/
Apprenticeship Finder: https://www.apprenticeship.gov/apprenticeship-job-finder

Scholarships and Financial Aid:
The Bright Futures Handbook:
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bfhandbookchapter1.pdf
Bright Futures: https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
FAFSA: https://studentaid.gov/
Xello Scholarship Search: Students log in through Clever

RESOURCES 
TO USE

TOCOI CREEK
SCHOOLOGY GROUP 

ACCESS CODES:
 

TCHS School Counseling Page:
42BP-PCPC-Q5DCN

https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/
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