
SENIOR YEAR 
P R E P A R I N G  F O R  G R A D U A T I O N  

A N D  A P P L I C A T I O N  S E A S O N

- Know your graduation requirements

-Student responsibilities in the college application process

- Find the right fit for your career

- Explore Florida Universities

- ACT/SAT/CLT Test Information

- Start the application process

- Student tips during application season

- Resources from the counseling office

- Bright Futures and FAFSA



Scan the QR code and 

click the link to make 

an appointment with 

your counselor.  

Use your confirmation 

email as your pass to 

the counseling office.

KNOW YOUR COUNSELOR
KNOW HOW TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT



GET TO GRADUATION!
You will meet with your counselor within the next few 
weeks to:

1. Review your graduation requirements
2.Review Bright Futures Early Evaluation
3.Discuss your post-secondary plan
4.Answer your questions! Please write a list of questions!

Graduation Requirements:

4 English Credits
4 Math Credits (Algebra and Geometry must be included)
3 Science Credits (Biology must be included)
3 Social Science Credits (must be World History, US History, 
Government/Economics)
1 HOPE credit (or athletic waiver)
1 Performing or Practical Fine Art Credit
8 Elective Credits

In addition, students must have a 2.0 GPA and pass the Algebra 1 BEST and 
Reading FAST (or have a passing concordant score.)



Types of Post-Secondary Institutions

4-Year College or University

State College

Technical or Certification School
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2
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• Earn an Associate's degree in Arts or Science, a Bachelor's degree, 
or a career certification.

• Open admissions without test scores for admission

• Earn a technical certificate or an Associate of Science
• Open admission with some competitive programs

• Earn a Bachelor's Degree 
• Selective admission based on university

Military Active Duty or Academy4



THE STATE COLLEGE OPTION

• Obtain an associate's or bachelor’s degree in 
many career fields close to home.

• Open enrollment for admission only requires a 
high school diploma.

• No test scores required for admission.  They 
may be used for course placement. 

• Guaranteed admission to a Florida Public 
University after completion of an Associate 
Degree (not guaranteed a specific university.)  

• You can check the university website for special 
connection options for particular state colleges 
in Florida. 

SJR will have a free application day in March at 
TCHS!

Scan to register for 
the St. Johns River 

college visit on 
October 15 during 

Toro Time!



MILITARY 
OPPORTUNITIES

Steps to Joining the Military
1.  Meet with a recruiter 
2. MEPS 
3. Take the ASVAB 
4. Pass the physical examination
5. Determine Military career with a service enlistment counselor
6. Oath of Enlistment 
7.  Basic Training

*Information and links from military.com
U.S. Service Academy Nomination Application 

Information
Deadline for material submission: September 30th

2025 Graduate Colton Sletto presents the colors at the Mets game.  

Colton was accepted to the Merchant Marine Academy in New York. 

Students must apply for a nomination. Visit our representatives 

below for nomination application instructions.

Senator Ashley Moody: 

www.moody.senate.gov

Senator Rick Scott: 

www.rickscott.senate.gov

Vice President JD Vance: 

www.whitehouse.gov/administration/jd-vance

Congressman John Rutherford: 

www.rutherford.house.gov/service

https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?ESRC=mil_cta.os
https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?ESRC=mil_cta.os
https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?ESRC=mil_cta.os
https://www.military.com/find-info/contact-recruiter?ESRC=mil_cta.os
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/getting-the-scoop-on-meps.html
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/asvab
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/swearing-in-for-military-service.html
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/swearing-in-for-military-service.html
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/swearing-in-for-military-service.html
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/top-5-items-for-basic-training.html
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/top-5-items-for-basic-training.html
https://www.moody.senate.gov
http://www.rickscott.senate.gov
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/jd-vance/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/jd-vance/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/jd-vance/


STANDARDIZED TESTING FOR
UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS

SAT
• Tests in Math and Verbal Reasoning
• Accepted by most schools nationwide. 
• Digital exam at a test location
• You can superscore for Florida 

Universities and Bright Futures. 
• Register at collegeboard.org

ACT
• Tests in math, reading, English, and science 

(optional). 
• Bright Futures does not require the science section 

if it is not sent. 
• Accepted by most schools nationwide.
• Digital with paper option for limited exams 
• You can superscore for Florida Universities and 

Bright Futures. 
• Register at ACT.org 

CLT
• Tests in math, reading, and English.
• Accepted by Florida Public Universities, but 

may not be accepted at private universities 
or out of Florida. 

• Digital exam at a testing location or at 
home.

• You can superscore for Florida Universities 
and Bright futures. 

• Register at CLTexam.com

Tests dates highlighted in green insure that scores can be sent by the Early Action Materials deadline of November 1st. 



Ask questions to find a school that is the right fit for you!

• How many students attend the university?

• How far is the university away from home?

• What do the living arrangements look like?

• Does the university have my major?

• How much money does it cost to attend?

• What is the retention rate?

• What percentage of students graduate on time?

• What are the class sizes?

EXPLORING UNIVERSITIES
UPCOMING UNIVERSITY VISITS

Southwestern University, September 18 @ 9:00 AM

Virtual link will be sent

University of North Florida, September 18 @ 10:00 AM

University of Florida, October 2 @ 9:00 AM

University of Central Florida, October 3 @10:00 AM

St. Johns River, October 15 @ 10:00 AM

University of Northwestern Ohio, October 9 @ 9:00 AM

You must register to attend!  

Scan the link below or find the link in Schoology!



https://issuu.com/fiupublications/docs/state_university_system_matrix_counselor_guide_202?fr=sZTZhNjg0MzAwNTA

WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY 
INFORMATION?

THE FLORIDA SUS

Visit the Florida SUS to learn about all Florida public 

universities. Information includes the following: 

• School Size

• Application deadlines

• Average GPA

• Average Test Scores

• School Location

• Links to every school 

• 2 by 2 program transfer from State College and more.

Click the table to the right to open the full Florida State 

University System book.  
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https://issuu.com/fiupublications/docs/state_university_system_matrix_counselor_guide_202?fr=sZTZhNjg0MzAwNTA


WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY 
INFORMATION?

PCUF: PRIVATE COLLEGES & 
UNIVERSITIES OF FLORIDA

Visit the PCUF to learn about all Florida private 

universities. Information includes the following: 

• School Size

• AP/DE accepted

• Average GPA

• Average Test Scores

• School Location 

• The average merit award is based on merit 

or financial need. 

2

Private Colleges & Universities Page: Click Here

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/627bfda8fdfd97412199bc89/t/6883f9da86084237967a735f/1753479646890/PCUFStats2026.pdf


WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY 
INFORMATION?

XELLO: CAREER & COLLEGE 
SEARCH

Your student can log into Clever on the TCHS 

webpage and click the Xello link. 

• Take a career interest, personality profile, or 

skills profile to help explore career ideas.

• Explore colleges through direct search or by 

location.

• Show all schools in Florida that have your 

intended major.  

• “Heart” schools that interest you, to keep a 

running list. 

• Search for scholarships catered to you. 

3



WHERE CAN I FIND UNIVERSITY 
INFORMATION?

BIG FUTURE
• Take a career and college interest survey

• Explore colleges through direct search or by 

location.

• Search for school-based financial assistance

• Get help with study skills 

• Search for scholarships catered to you. 

4

COMMON DATA SET5
• Use Google or any search engine to search: 

“Common Data Set of (insert university name)”

• Find information concerning application statistics, 

student demographics, financial information, and 

more. 



Narrow Down Your 
School List 

• Create a pros and cons chart.
• Arrange your university visits.
• Plan a college application list that includes reach, match, 

and safety schools. 

Admission School Types

• Reach Schools: 
⚬  Highly selective acceptance rates 
⚬ Admission stats are higher than your 

academic record. 

• Match Schools: 
⚬  Admission stats comparable to your 

academic stats and a higher acceptance 
rate. 

• Safety Schools: 
⚬  High admission rate or
⚬ Admission stats are below your academic 

record. 

Types of Application:

Early Action: Earlier decision and a possible higher 
rate of acceptance. 

Regular Admission Deadline: The last date to 
apply.  The school will set a release date for 
admission notification. 

Rolling Admission: Applicants receive admission 
decisions continually. 



Starting the Application

COMMON APP

DIRECT APPLICATION

1

2
Apply directly through the university admission webpage. 

Common App allows you to apply to many universities with one 
base application.  Each university may be added and 
completed at a separate time.  

Common App is not affiliated with the school, and counselors 
cannot see your Common App if it is not connected to the your 
Xello account. 



COMMON APP ESSAY
Any student applying through Common App must complete one of the 
Common App essay prompts.  This is the most time-consuming part 
of the university application.  Commonapp.com gives tips for success 
on the website. 

Tips for Success:

• Be Authentic
• Grab your reader’s attention
• Show, don’t tell
• Be unique
• Read it aloud to catch errors
• End with a bang

Common App Essay Prompts: Click Here

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/common-app-announces-2024-2025-common-app-essay-prompts


1.Log In to Xello using clever clicking the Xello icon to 

log on and access the Xello website 

2.Complete the “About Me” section to find careers 

that match your interests, personality, and skills. 

3.Explore the careers, post-secondary schools, and 

non-secondary school based careers. 

4.Explore schools (majors, demographics, admission 

criteria, and deadlines)

1.Check you email after 
EVERY application 
submission to log into that 
university's student portal. 

2.Complete all items in the 
porta..  Every school portal 
has different requirements 
to complete the 
application.  Read 
carefully!

3.Keep a log to organize 
yourself if you complete 
multiple applications.  Ma

SUBMIT MATERIALS 
AFTER APPLICATION 

SUBMISSION

using                 and 

1.Visit Commonapp.org and 
click “Create an Account.”

2.Create an account and 
complete your profile.

3.Add Colleges: Go to the 
“Colleges” tab to search and 
add the colleges to start the 
applications.                                   
You must waive your FERPA 
rights for us to see your 
Common App and request 
transcripts and letters of 
recommendation. 

4.You MUST submit the 
application on Common 
App. 

Applying Directly:
1.Log In to Xello through Clever
2.Navigate to the plans section, click 

to add a college application
3.Submit Request: Follow the 

instructions to request your 
transcripts.

Applying Through Common App:
1.  Connect Common App and view 

colleges on Xello under the 
applications tab. 

2. Under the college, select “assign” 
next to the Common App school 
report and select your counselor. 

Please Note: Many Florida public schools 
only take the STAR or Spark. Check your 
college application portal for the 
transcript need. 

1.Log In to Xello through 
Clever

2.Navigate to plans, click 
applications.

3.Under each school, if 
teacher recommendations is 
listed as available, click 
request.

4.Follow the instructions to 
select a teacher for the 
request. 

Please Note: 
1.Only schools that accept 

letters of recommendation 
allow you to request. 

2.You should ask your teacher 
first before sending this 
request.

SET UP A COMMON 
APP ACCOUNT

(IF NOT APPLYING DIRECTLY)

CONNECT COMMON APP 
TO XELLO 

(IF NOT APPLYING DIRCTLY)

REQUEST LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION

REQUEST 
TRANSCRIPTS IF 

REQUIRED

EXPLORE CAREERS 
AND COLLEGES 

1.Log In to Xello through 
Clever

2.Hover over “Plans,” and 
click “College Application”

3.Find the Common App 
Integration link at the top 
of the college application 
section

4.Follow the Prompts: Log in 
to your Common App 
account and authorize the 
connection.

5.Sync Information: Ensure 
your college list and 
application details are 
synchronized.

Use the follow steps to assist in the college exploration and university 

application process. 

Remember, follow all instructions from the institution after each college 

application is submitted. This may include creating an account with the 

institution, logging in to a portal, self-reporting grades, test scores, and 

other requirements. 

Download this guide to 

explore the connection 

among specific careers, 

majors, and colleges.

Use the directive chart 

below to connect complete 

the application process. 

Download the PDF copy by 

clicking the link below!

Exploration & Application 

Handout

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPKl3qCyg/wo8tHagCMTsu0nFWYWFdCg/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPKl3qCyg/wo8tHagCMTsu0nFWYWFdCg/edit


COMPLETE 
APPLICATION 

REQUIREMENTS
Use an email that you check for university 
communications. 

Keep your login and application information for 
each university portal organized.

Keep a checklist of required tasks.

Submit items early, especially official test scores. 

Follow the portal instructions.
• Self-report of grades vs. official transcripts
• Self-report of test scores vs. official test scores

Questions about your application? Contact the 
university admissions department directly. 

University Application Organization Excel

Click above for a fillable organizational excel to track 

application and materials submission as well as 

portal usernames and passwords. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGzAHljbgo/rqzp4D_qb3GxhYAE9lcy2w/edit


http://www.ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com

SELF-REPORT 
OF GRADES

Most Florida public universities use the STAR to 
self-report grades (UCF uses the SPARK) as a 
required part of application completion. 

How to self-report grades:

1. Find your transcript in Xello.  
⚬ Hover over plans
⚬ Click “College Applications”
⚬ Click on your PDF under the Transcript header.

2. Create your STAR or SPARK (for UCF) account
3. Type courses and grades exactly how they appear in the transcript.

⚬ TCHS reports in letter grades
⚬ For 1.0 credit, it is a full-year course
⚬ For .5 credit, it is a semester course. Ex: English 1 reports grades in 

semesters.  Select semester, and put in semester 1 and 2 grades.
⚬ If you took Algebra, Geometry, Biology, or US History in Florida (not 

AP level), these are full-year courses with one letter grade. 
⚬ If you failed and retook a course, you must put both, as is 

documented on the transcript.
4. Double-check your work!

http://www.ssar.selfreportedtranscript.com


• Register for the ACT, SAT, or CLT test, if needed. 

• Keep your login and application information for each university portal organized. 
Keep a checklist or required tasks and make sure you complete all tasks in the portal. 

• Send official test scores early, if needed.  Some schools may take 30 days to process 
test scores. 

• Know if a letter of recommendation is needed by checking your portal. Ask for letters 
of recommendation early in senior year to avoid the rush. 

• Questions about your application? Call the university admissions department directly 
over asking a peer. 

• Apply for Bright Futures and FAFSA when they open.

• Attend Fall Torotime workshops on  STAR, Common App, Bright Future, etc, in the fall. 

• Join the senior and school counseling Schoology page. 

• Make an appointment with your counselor for help! Let us know when you need help!

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY



WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Counselors are in room 4-007 EVERY Toro Time during 
first semester to assist with college & career 
exploration, Common App, Xello, STARS, SPARK, Bright 
Futures (starting 10/1) and more.  Come see us!

Send us a Schoology message if you need help 
before school starts or during the school day, as 
appointments are not available during senior 
meeting weeks. 

TORO TIME

BEFORE SCHOOL



START YOUR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH

XELLO SCHOLARSHIPS

CHECK SCHOOLOGY

UNIVERSITY WEBSITES

SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES

• Complete your scholarship profile in Xello to 
find scholarships based on demographics, 
major, financial status, affiliations, etc...

• Search for and “Heart” scholarships to save 
and complete. 

Any local scholarships will be posted on the 
School Counselor page on Schoology. 

The financial aid office at the post-secondary 
university may have scholarships for its institution. 

Popular free scholarship search sites include:
Goingmerry.com
Fastweb.com
bigfuture.collegeboard.org

1
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3
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• The Bright Futures application opens October 1, 2025.
• There is eligibility-based criteria for each scholarship award.
• All seniors receive a copy of their early evaluation in their senior meetings 

with their counselor. 
• Bright Futures award notification can take place in March if all requirements 

are met.  Do not delay!
• Students may test to satisfy test score requirements until August 31, 2026.  

Only submit science if it helps for Bright Futures.
• You must send test scores to a public university to be received by Bright 

Futures. It must be the individual test scores, not the superscore report.  

BRIGHT FUTURES
SCHOLARSHIP

Click Here for Access to the Bright Futures Handbook

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bfhandbookchapter1.pdf


SUBMIT VOLUNTEER AND WORK HOURS 

Collect your paperwork.

Volunteer Work: 
Documentation on the non-profit 
organization’s letterhead that includes 
your name, dates of service, hours 
worked, and a description of service.

Work Hours:
Documentation consists of pay stubs 
that include hours worked. 

1 2 3
Attach your reflection form. 

• Must be completed for both 
community service and work hours.

• Download and print this form from the 
Tocoi school counseling website. 

Record and Submit.

• Make a copy or take a photo for your 
records in case of any discrepancy.

• Submit the physical copy of the 
paperwork and the reflection to your 
counseling office.  No electronic 
submission, please. 

• While submission of volunteer and work hours is not required for graduation, it is required to attain certain Bright 
Futures Scholarships.  

• Hours are only submitted twice a year to Bright Futures, after each semester!  Get your hours in by the end of the 
first semester, or they will not be sent until the end of the second semester. 

• Full instructions on volunteer/work hours procedures, and the reflection form are available on the Tocoi School 
Counseling webpage: https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/  

https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/community-service/


FINANCIAL AID
• The financial aid application opens in October 2025.
• The application provides access to:

⚬ Aid based on financial need
⚬ Student loans and grants

• Apply early! Student financial aid does run out.
• Watch for the SJR FASFA Frenzy for presentations 

and hands-on assistance for FASFA completion. 

Click Here to Access the Navigating Your Financial 
Future Book.

Click Here to Access the FAFSA Application Page. 

http://www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org/pdf/2022-23%20Fin%20Aid%20Brochure.pdf
http://www.navigatingyourfinancialfuture.org/pdf/2022-23%20Fin%20Aid%20Brochure.pdf
https://studentaid.gov


Tocoi Creek High School School Counseling Page:
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/ 

Testing:
•  ACT: www.act.org
•  SAT: www.collegeboard.org
•  CLT: www.cltexam.com
• Testing accommodation request paperwork for TCHS: 

       https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/testing/testing/testing-accommodation-
information/

College and Career Exploration:

• Xello: Student logs in through Clever
• Common App for University Applications: https://www.commonapp.org/
• College Navigator: https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
• Florida Shines: https://www.floridashines.org/
• Big Future: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
• My Florida Future: https://www.flbog.edu/myfloridafuture/
• Get There: CTE opportunities in Florida. https://gettherefl.com/
• ASVAB Career Exploration: https://www.asvabprogram.com/
• Apprenticeship Finder: https://www.apprenticeship.gov/apprenticeship-job-finder

Scholarships and Financial Aid:
• The Bright Futures Handbook: 

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/pdf/bfhandbookchapter1.pdf
• Bright Futures: https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org
• FAFSA: https://studentaid.gov/
• Xello Scholarship Search: Students log in through Clever

RESOURCES 
TO USE

TOCOI CREEK
SCHOOLOGY GROUP 

ACCESS CODES:
 

TCHS School Counseling Page:

42BP-PCPC-Q5DCN

TCHS Senior Class of 2026 Page:

 6MNC-B6MZ-H4V8P

https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/
https://www-tchs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/
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